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Mar. 2017 | Monthly Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd—Reno, Nevada 

Shepherd’s Voice 
WALKING IN THE  

WILDERNESS 
Living Wet 

Photo by Michael Lusk 
via Wilderness.net 



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May your 
worship today inspire and empower 
you for Christian discipleship this 
week.  We ask that you provide your 
name, address and phone number in 
the blue Friendship Register at the 
end of the rows.  We promise not to 
pester you. 
 
Child care is available in the nurse-
ry from 8:45am–12:30pm; however 
we welcome and encourage our little 
people to join us for worship!  Please 
reserve the rear seats for parents 
with small children and for latecom-
ers. Activity bags for kids are also 
available in the hallway. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the Sound 
Booth. 
 
Whether you are here for the first 
time today, or have been here for 
ages, we want to help you navigate 
the information maze here at our 
church.   
 

 
Information Tables in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regular 
inspiration, updates, and connection 
throughout the week!   

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 

Next VOICE Deadline 
Would you like to submit an article, essay, poem, pic-
ture, save the date, event, or story for the April Voice?  
Send your items by March 24 to Maribeth Doerr at  
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.   
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Cover Story 
Lent begins March 1 with Ash Wednesday.  Join us as we walk through 
the wilderness together this Lenten season. 
 

 
 

 
 

Features 

 

A Message from Pr. Amy Allen 

 

Seminary Update from Shaun O’Reilly 

 

2017 Ministry Fair Pictures! 
 

AMMPARO Team:  Who are we? 

 

How to start a new ministry at Good Shepherd 
 
 
 
 

Departments 

 

Looking Ahead in Worship 
 

Faith Formation 

 

Adult Faith Formation 

 

Governing Board Update 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kids’ Community Joke of the Week! 
 
 

Knock, knock. 
Who’s there? 

Amos. 
Amos who? 

“Amos” done reading all the  
books of the Bible! 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
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 A Message from Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

 
 
 
Dear Good Shepherd Church Family,  
 
This month we enter into the liturgical observance of Lent. While it 
receives less attention in the secular world than the season leading up 
to Christmas, Lent is one of the oldest seasons of the Church year, 
predating Advent, and nearly as old as Easter. By all accounts availa-
ble to us we can be confident that Easter, the Festival of the Resur-
rection, was celebrated from the very earliest days of the church.  
 
In the early Church, it was the custom to baptize new Christians on Holy Saturday, the evening 
before Easter Sunday. The weeks leading up to Easter thus became the final weeks of prepa-
ration before baptism—a time of learning, scrutiny of life, and disciplines like prayer, fasting, 
and charitable works. Over time it became obvious that such things might be good for every-
one, not just those awaiting baptism. Thus, Lent was born—a forty-day baptismal journey! 
 
Our baptism into Christ is crucial for the way in which we face our lives and our world, and as-
sist others in facing them as well. However, like any journey, this is one we cannot go alone! 
And so, while Lent is 40 days, if you look at a calendar, you’ll discover that doesn’t count Sun-
days!  Sundays, as our weekly celebration of Christ’s resurrection, remain oases in our reflec-
tive wildernesses—refreshing and rejuvenating us for the work of the rest of the week! 
 
This year at Good Shepherd we will continue this ancient observance of the wilderness/oasis 
cycle of baptismal preparation during the season of Lent in two ways. You may have already 
noticed the intentional commitments we have made to Journey with Christ, our adult catechu-
menate, which is an intensive and intentional preparation for baptism or reaffirmation of bap-
tism, similar to what the early believers would have experienced.  
 
In addition, throughout this season, we will offer mid-week worship, an extension of our Sun-
day services, which do not require the same intensive commitment as the catechumenate pro-
cess, but will provide time for intentional reflection upon the actions, symbols, and commit-
ments of our baptisms through a series of meditative evening worship services.  
 
Whatever might be weighing on you at this time of the year--loneliness, fear, exhaustion, disil-
lusionment, or anything else—I invite you to come in from your respective wilderness and join 
with us on these Wednesday evenings as we together journey through the wilderness as a 
community and remember God’s presence with us in our wilderness. 

 
In Christ,  
 
Pastor Amy 

 

 

Walking Through the Wilderness: 
Living Wet 

Wednesdays at 6pm 
March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5 
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By Deanna Gaunt 
Director of Worship 

Holy Communion is celebrated at all worship services unless noted 
7:30am Worship for earlybirds      9am Contemporary/ Family worship with band   11am Traditional liturgical with choir 

 

        

March 1:  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
We begin Lent in community knowing that in our Lenten journey, we never walk alone.    

 

               7am & 12:15pm | Brief Order of Confession + Imposition of Ashes  
7pm | Ash Wednesday Worship with Confession + Imposition of Ashes + Holy Communion 
 
 

     Mid-week Lenten Dinner and Worship 
     March 8,15, 22, 29 and April 5 & 12:   

     6:00pm | Dinner at 6:15pm | Worship at 7pm 
     Please see signup sheets on the Welcoming Space Table 

We need folks to bring soup, salad, or dessert. 

 
 

                 Palm Plants and Lilies Needed 

We will be decorating our worship space with palm plants for Palm Sunday and lilies for East-
er.  If you would like to purchase a plant for $10 in memory or honor of a loved one, you can 
use the forms on the Welcoming Space table or email or call Maribeth Doerr in the church of-
fice (email maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org or call: 329-0696).  Donations can be made 
online at goodshepherdreno.org (click News, Events & Giving and then Online Giving) or you 
can place your check/cash in the offering plate.   
 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY! Pancake Feast!  
Tuesday, February 28, 5:30-7pm 

 

This is an opportunity to have some silly fun together as a congregation before we 
enter into the solemn observance of Lent. The church staff will prepare and serve 
pancakes with all the toppings and engage in a friendly competition for a “best spatu-
la” award. Come for an evening of food, fun, fellowship, and vote for your favorite 
pancakes. If you wish, wear your favorite “Mardi Gras” hats, shirts, beads, etc.  We 
will also have a family friendly “goodbye” to the “Alleluia” (a celebratory church word 
we don’t use during the season of Lent).  
  
You may come to eat anytime between 5:30 and 7:00 p.m.  There will be a freewill 

offering to help defray the cost of the food. Come one and all for one last hurrah and Alleluia before the start 
of Lent! If you are attending the dinner, please sign up at the Welcoming Space table or email the church of-
fice to help us plan how many to prepare for. 

We received many thanks for our sock donations 
from the Eddy House, which is Reno’s drop-in    
center for Houseless Youth.  You can learn about 
them at http://www.eddyhouse.org. 

mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:Maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
http://www.eddyhouse.org/


    Shepherd’s Voice, March 2017, page 5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re scheduling a new PJ party night for the month of 
March. Stay tuned to the website and the What’s Happen-
ing for our selected best date and time! 
 
KC Parents: We are excited to introduce a communion-
themed curriculum during Lent this year. Be aware that all 
our classes are looking at these stories during Kids’ Com-
munity in March. We’ll be illuminating basic concepts: God 
loves us, God feeds us, Jesus eats with us, and Jesus 
calls us to share. 
 
* Bonus: We’ll be talking about the same things in the 
Adult Faith Formation hour during Lent, so meet us there 
and learn/grow yourself! 

Kids’ Community and Youth Groups! 

 By Shaun O’Reilly 
Director of Faith Formation 

For more information about Faith Formation, contact 
Shaun O’Reilly at shaun@goodshepherdreno.org. 

4
th

-6th Grade Learning Retreat 
 

In this season, we’ll once again be holding our Communion 
learning time for upper elementary age kids and a parent/adult. 
It’s for kids who are:  

 

     ¥ in the 4th, 5th, or 6th grade.   
     ¥ older, but haven’t participated in a Communion retreat  

 at church  

 

We invite and encourage you and your child to attend this two 
hour mini-retreat. For some children this serves as preparation 
for their first communion. If your child is already communing, 
this is an intentional learning time to revisit and explore the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. Children at this age are in a 
unique place developmentally to broaden and deepen their 
understanding of this meal, so central to our growth as Jesus’ 
disciples.  
 
Parents play a very important part in this retreat with their chil-
dren. Pr Amy and Shaun will lead the retreat. For those inter-
ested, we’ll crowd-source a best day/time, maybe a Sunday or 
Wednesday afternoon. Get in touch with Shaun to make sure 
you’re connected to this learning retreat!  

High School 
 
Sunday Night Dinner – March 19th, 
5pm-7pm. Come check-in together, 
pray and share about the Lenten jour-
ney, and look toward Easter/Spring to-
gether (Vernal Equinox!) 
 
Also, save the date: 
You know we’re all over the Teen Art 
Night at the Nevada Museum of Art. We 
love doing this together each year. This 
year, we’re turning it into an overnighter 
too. Art, movies, games, sleepover at 
the church. Fun times! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Join the Holland Project at the Nevada 
Museum of Art for our annual “teen-
takeover”  featuring incredible hands-
on stations, live music and DJs. Don’t 
miss the photo booth, bites from Hug 
High’s culinary program and a live 
photo-feed. Galleries are open late!  

mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
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Celebrating the Easter Vigil 
“Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters.”   Isaiah 55:1  

 
Our Journey With Christ process culminates with the great Vigil of Easter on April 15

th
.  This beautiful service of light and 

the Word is a perfect match with the thoughtful discussions our journeyers have been having about faith and Jesus’ role 
in our everyday lives.  It prepares us to welcome the risen Christ, as we wait in joyful hope of his resurrection Easter 
morning.  We also get to bring back our “Alleluias” after a solemn season of Lent. 
 
The Vigil celebrates the stories of God saving God’s people Israel.  After a gathering around a flame, we enter the 
church following the Paschal candle, our symbol of Christ’s light in the world.  We begin with the story of creation and 
end with God saving Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from the fiery furnace of King Nebuchadnezzar.  As we did last 
year, the stories will be told in fun and interactive ways, a great event for families to come and celebrate the stories of 
the Old Testament.  We then hear the resurrection story, with God again saving God’s people through Christ’s conquer-
ing of death and the grave.   
 
At the Vigil we will also witness our journeyers making public proclamations of their commitment to love and serve our 
Lord.  We all have the opportunity to renew our baptismal promises and promise to love and serve one another. 
 
Please join us on Saturday the 15; it is one of the most beautiful celebrations of the church year.  If you are interested in 
performing one of the Vigil stories, please let us know, the more participants the merrier. 
 
Come.  Help us celebrate the coming of our risen Lord.  All are welcome! 
 
Please pray for our 2016-17 journeyers: 
     Sandi Dean  Tim Dean Chris Nielson     Priscilla Nielson 
     Claire Hettinger Val Phillips      Barbara Kinnune 
 

Journey With Christ Leadership Team 
     Dolly Keller - elizabethdollyk@gmail.com – 870-1722 and Adam Welmerink – awelmerink@gmail.com – 622-1874   

Invitation to  
Adult Bible Classes 

 

Tuesdays | Noon—Join this Bible class led 

by the upcoming Sunday’s preaching pastor at 
noon on Tuesdays in the Ministry Center.  Feel 
free to bring your lunch.  The coffee’s on us.   

 
Thursdays | 3pm—Here is another oppor-

tunity to study God’s Word with this self-led 
group.  Join us on Thursdays at 3pm in the 
Ministry Center.  All are welcome!   
 
Sundays | 10am—March 5th will be the last 
week of the Faith, Sexism, and Justice study 
with Pr. Amy Allen.  On March 12th, we’ll begin 
a Lenten study of Holy Communion that paral-
lels what the children are learning in Kids’ 
Community.  

Join us, 10am on Sundays, in Luther hall. During Lent, 
we are reflecting on the congregation’s shared “Lenten 
Devotional,” as well as discussing the sacrament of 
communion and how we are continually formed as by 
this practice in Grace.  

mailto:elizabethdollyk@gmail.com
mailto:awelmerink@gmail.com
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2017 Governing Board 
 

 Ron Lembke, President 

       ronlembke@gmail.com 
 

 Lou Mendes, Treasurer 

       lounkaren@aol.com 
 

 Lori Bigham, Secretary 

       lbigham@bighamconsulting.com 
 

 Nicole Guyette, Member at Large 

       guyetten@gmail.com 
 

 Denise Kolton, Member at Large 

       bdKolton@gmail.com 
 

 Mel Cone, Member at Large 

       melcone@melcone.com  

 
By Shaun O’Reilly 

 
 

Friends at Good Shepherd,  
 
Thank you for your continued support––your prayers and your financial giving and your companionship––as I journey 
through seminary! Last fall was one of the most fruitful semesters for me so far: a class on Forgiveness and Reconcilia-
tion and a class on Dietrich Bonhoeffer. These have left a powerful imprint on my life and vision for ministry. (Let's get 
together and talk about it sometime).  
 
This semester, all my credit-taking is focused on participating in a Clinical Pastoral Education program. This is an inten-
tional focus on practicing Pastoral Care in different settings. My settings are here, at Good Shepherd, and with the chap-
lains (with Pr. Brent Hoy-Bianchi) at Renown hospital. All told, I'll put in 400 hours doing CPE practice and group ses-
sion/sharing this semester! This too is a very formative experience, and it is for me here and now.  
 
Thank you for standing with and beside me. Thank you for inspiring this journey for me––you all got this started (well, 
God and I were involved too)! And, I'm only able to do it with your gifts. Your monetary support is what makes it practi-
cally possible. And all of your prayers and kind words and friendship make this years-long spiritual/emotional jour-
ney possible too. Please, continue to give as you can. And, I'll keep giving myself to the process, and giving my vocation 
over to God and the life of the Spirit and Christ's church.  
 
Please be in touch if you ever want to know more! 

-  

by Lori Bigham, Governing Board Secretary 

The Governing Board is enjoying excitement created around Pr. Erik and Pr. 
Amy Allen, and we are, indeed, looking towards a wonderful future. By the ac-
ceptance of our call, the co-pastors present many new opportunities and chal-
lenges.  The congregation understands where we are going by way of passing 
the budget which brings us much hope as a congregation.   
 
In January, we had two Sundays that blessed us with snow which affected at-
tendance, however our giving was still almost on pace with our new budget.  As 
a reminder, there are pledge cards in the Welcoming Space.  Even if you turned 
one in already, now that you know the budget needs, you may want to increase 
your pledged amount.  Our budget reflects all growth from currently anticipated 
offerings.  Knowing your commitment helps the finance committee.   
 
During Lent, you will see some new fundraisers and great visuals that will tie into 
the sermons.  Oops, I may have given too much information . . . stay tuned for 
more excitement and devotion opportunities!  
 
Now for some much needed policy updates.  The Endowment Fund policy has 
been updated as well as the child safety policy, which includes social media and 
cell phone use policies.  It was time to update!  A policy for use of our facility by 
Recovery Groups is also now in place.  
 
It is a pleasure to serve on the Governing Board and I would like to invite you to 
prepare with me for the Lenten Season.   

mailto:ronlembke@gmail.com
mailto:loukaren@aol.com
mailto:lbigham@bighamconsulting.com
mailto:guyetten@gmail.com
mailto:bdKolton@gmail.com
mailto:melcone@melcone.com


Photos  

 

We are enjoying the ability to have 
color photos in our publications 
and to be able to take candid shots 
of our ministry in action.  If you do 
NOT want your photo included in 
any of these publications, please 
alert the photographer/staff and let 
them know.  Otherwise, you may 
see your face in print!     

 ~ Deanna Gaunt 

Sue Landrith 
representing the Hearts 

& Hands Quilters 

George Summerhill & Knute 
Knudson representing Silver Sage 

Manor 

Pennie Kirk representing Tables of 
Grace and Grace Schoenfeld 

representing the Hiking Group 

Barbara Reese 
representing the 
Good Grief Team 
and Keri Moleta 

representing 
Meals Ministry 

Rachael Pitts & 
Kent Kubista 

representing the 
Reconciling in 
Christ Team 

2017 Ministry Fair 



Shaun O’Reilly, Director of Faith 
Formation and Journey with Christ 
leaders Adam Welmerink and Dolly 

Keller 

Larry Beermann representing  
the Capital Campaign Heritage & 

Hope 

Joanne Kaufmann representing the 
Prayer Chain Team 

Interested in starting a ministry at Good Shepherd?  
Check out page 12 for directions! 
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SHROVE TUESDAY! Pancake Feast!  
Tuesday, February 28, 5:30-7pm 

For details see page 4 
 

 
Movie Group—“Lion” 

Tues., Feb. 28, 10am, Park Lane Theater 
The Movie Group will see “Lion” at the Park Lane Theater this 
Tuesday.  Gather at 10am; the movie starts at 10:15.  After-
wards the group will go across the street to Black Bear Diner 
for lunch and to talk about this powerful film.  It’s a true story 
about a young man who returns to India to find his family that 
he lost 20 years before.  It is one of the Oscar nominated Best 
Pictures that will be remembered for a long time.  Reminder:  
The Oscar presentation is Sunday night, February 25 at 5:30.  
The group has seen some of the nominations so please try to 
join us so we can discuss the award winners.   Any ques-
tions?  Contact Linda Robb at 825-0395 or email her at        
lrlharmony@sbcglobal.net.   
 
The March movie will be on March 28 at Park Lane Cine-
mark.  We meet at the Park Lane Cinemark and then adjourn 
to Black Bear Diner across the street the discuss the film. 
What film?  That's the surprise!  The announcement will be 
made in the Weekly Bulletin available on March 26.  I am try-
ing to build an email list so that I can send out the notice to 
those interested by email.  If you would like to be on that list, 
please email Linda Robb at lrlharmony@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 

Gathering of Gal-lalujahs for Games! 
Thursday, March 2, Time & Location TBD 

You’ve heard of the A-Men? We’ve formed a group for wom-
en. Meetings are the first Thursday of every month.  In honor 
of our Gal-Friends (every Good Shepherd attendee is wel-
come). The focus is on the amazing women you have around 
you—to nurture the friendships and relationship we share with 
Christ. This will be a game night.  Details will be available 
soon!  Questions or to RSVP call Emelie Williams at 775-324-
4778 or renohack@charter.net. 
 
 

Hearts & Hands Quilters 
Mon., March  6 and 20, 9:30-1pm, Shepherd Hall 

Please note the new starting time! 
For more information, contact Sue Landrith at (775) 425-1751 
or landlsjj@charter.net. 

 
 

Rebekah Circle  
Wed., March 8, 1pm—Ministry Center 

For more information, contact Barbara Reese at (775) 677-
4030 or bkreese@outlook.com. 
 

 

Calling All Quilts 

 

The Hearts and Hands quilters are 
planning a weekend quilt show, 
open to the public during ArTown in 
July (tentative dates are July 14-
16). We are hoping some of our 
congregation have old family quilts 
or newer special quilts that you 
would loan for display for this event. 

 
We are planning this celebration for the70th anniver-
sary of Good Shepherd, the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, and the 20th anniversary of the Hearts 
and Hands Quilters sending quilts to Lutheran World 
Relief! Lots to celebrate. We also want to invite the 
community to see what we are doing on the corner of 
Arlington and California Avenues! 
 
We will need a photo of your quilts and measurements 
and a description of its history. You can email Judi Hein 
at judihein@gmail.com or call at 750-2347 and she will 
help you with the details and answer questions. 

OWLS Dinner 
Wednesday, March 15, 5pm 

at the Manhattan Deli at the Atlantis 
For more information, contact Linda Fearnley at 203-767-
8717 or lfearnley209@gmail.com. 
 

   

Refugee Family Movie Night  
Wednesday, March 15, 5-7pm 

along with Soup Supper 
Story/Crafts for younger kids 

 

   

Women’s Coffee Club 
Friday, March 17, 9:15am 

The Coffee Club is meeting at Silver State Coffee (4001 S. 
Virginia St.) on Friday, March 17 at 9:15 am.  The coffee 
shop is located inside Reno Town Mall.  Come for coffee 
and stay for shopping or browsing in the library afterwards 
AND don’t forget to wear your GREEN for St. Patrick’s 
Day! 
 

  Matthew 25 Team Meeting  
(formerly called The Make a Difference Team) 

Wednesday, March 22 
7:30-8:30 after Lenten service  

mailto:lrlharmony@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lrlharmony@sbcglobal.net
mailto:renohack@charter.net
mailto:landlsjj@charter.net
mailto:bkreese@outlook.com
mailto:judihein@gmail.com
mailto:lfearnley209@gmail.com
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We ask for your prayers for the following members: 
 

 Our 2016-17 College Students 

 Our members struggling with health issues:  Rick Kinnune, Jeanette Jones, Mary 

Hettinger, Shirley Ericson, and Jessie Wallace.  

 Our homebound members:  Nancy Boxill, Terry Journey, Marilyn McHugh, Gene 

Montrose, Margaret Smith, and  Betty Storm 

 Our members in hospice:   Lois Larsen 

by Kathi Hoy-Bianchi, AMMPARO Team Leader 
 
 
We at LCGS have joined with 40 other ELCA WELCOMING CONGREGA-
TIONS to make a difference in the lives of vulnerable children and families 
seeking refuge at our border. 
 
"The word “amparo” in Spanish means the protection of a living creature 
from suffering or damage. The ELCA’s strategy to Accompanying Migrant 
Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities 
(AMMPARO) was envisioned after witnessing the plight of 10,000s of chil-
dren who are forced to flee their communities  especially because of devas-
tating chronic violence  in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala, and 
Southern Mexico.  The ELCA developed this strategy based on the following 
commitments: 

 Uphold and guarantee basic human rights and safety of migrant chil-

dren and their families; 

 Address the root causes of migration in countries from Central Ameri-

ca’s Northern Triangle and Mexico and the treatment of migrants in 
transit; 

 Work toward just and humane policies affecting migrants in and outside the U.S.; and 

 Engage as a church body with all of its companions, affiliates and partners to respond to the migration situation and its 

causes and to advocate for migrant children and their families.  
 

 . . . SO GET INVOLVED!  You will be blessed over and over! 
 
Join our LCGS AMMPARO TEAM to Accompany migrant children and families to ICE appointments or Court hearings as the 
physical presence of the church in the courtroom  CALL Kathi Hoy-Bianchi, AMMPARO Team leader at 384-6863 to join us or 
learn more. 
 
WELCOME new friends from Central America or Mexico as we meet them and invite them to worship and do life with us 
 
Give to AMMPARO to provide opportunities for children and families in Central America OR to help defer costs of  immigration 
lawyers in Reno 
 
EDUCATE yourself!  We offer a Social Justice Book List on Lobby Tables...COMING SOON--Movie Night for Families.  READ 
our church Facebook Page;  you will find current news and advocacy ideas there. 
 
Advocate for justice for migrant children and families.  Write letters at our Table on Sundays.  Or make phone calls during the 
week.  We offer sample letters on current legislation.  Keep current--Subscribe to Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services  
LIRS at:  http://lirs.org/ 
 
Pray for the safety of migrant children and families on the journey and for justice as they reach the border and plead for asylum 
through our court system. 

http://lirs.org
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Communicating Your Ministry 
 

 

If you are a Ministry Team leader, it’s important to keep the congregation aware of the activities of your team.  Here are 
the means and deadlines that you need to know to “get the word out.” 
 
Sunday Bulletin:  What’s Happening 
Announcements need to be submitted by 9am Wednesday morning for Sunday publication. 
 
Church Newsletter:  Shepherd’s Voice 
Deadlines vary for the Voice so check with the office for deadlines.  The deadline for the March Voice is February 16 
 
Friday Email Blast:   
Announcements for the Friday blast need to be submitted by Thursday afternoon. 
 
Send all items to Maribeth Doerr, Shepherd’s Voice editor at maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org or call 329-0696.   

How to Form a New Ministry Team or Social Group 
at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

 
If you have an idea or passion for starting a new social group or 
ministry team at Good Shepherd, we would love to talk with you 
about it and help you get started!  Starting a new program doesn’t 
have to be a difficult process and is something we want to encour-
age among the church membership. Following the steps below, it’s 
literally as simple as 1-2-3. 
 

Getting Started: 
 
Have an Idea! 
Have you always wished our church were more involved with the local animal shelters? Do you know a group of people 
interested in gathering to read the latest books? Do you have a passion for immigration reform? These are the sorts of 
seeds that can lead to a new social group or ministry team! 
 
Share your Idea! 
Call the church office at (775) 329-0696 or send an email to staff@goodshepherdreno.org and tell us your name, a brief 
description of your idea, and the names of any other people who may already be interested. It’s particularly helpful if you 
have a volunteer to lead the group (serving as point person for information/communication and organizing the group’s 
events). 
 
You’ll be contacted by one of the ministry directors or pastors to discuss your vision and any possible logistic matters 
that might be a concern. If the new team or group would require church funding or extensive use of church resources, 
specific approval will be required from the governing board. 
 
Do your Idea! 
If your idea fits with Good Shepherd’s mission and is in accordance with our child protection and safe spaces policies, 
the pastor or ministry director will give you a green light to go ahead. That person will likely serve as your point of contact 
on the staff, or will tell you who is.  
 
From there, it’s up to you to get your ministry started! The church staff and board are available as resources for you 
along the way. The more you communicate with us, the more we are able to help. 
 
Good Shepherd has a long history of active and diverse ministries and groups that enrich the life of the congregation and 
our church’s outreach to the community.  The most successful and longest running groups and ministries at Good Shep-
herd were conceived and have been led by members of the church through the years.  We look forward to conversation 
about adding your new group to that list! 

mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:staff@goodshepherdreno.org
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2nd Mile Giving—Sunday, March 19 
Benefits LAMN  

 
Every month on the third Sunday we take a special  
offering called the “2nd Mile Offering” which is over 
and above the regular offerings received.  Each 
month we focus on a different ministry in our Syn-
od.  

 

The March 19 offering will be distributed as follows:  

  1/3  to LAMN (Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in  
 Nevada) 

  1/3  to serve poor people locally (Project  
 Lazarus)   

  1/3  to serve poor people worldwide (ELCA 
 Hunger  Appeal)   

 

 

 

 

March 26, 1pm 

at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

 

Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Lutheran 
churches who bring food once a month to working-poor fami-
lies.  They deliver up to 82 bags of groceries each month.  
Bag assembly is at 1pm, March 26, at our own Good Shep-
herd! 
 

Our shopping list for March: 

 Chili (We need 41 cans.) 

 Macaroni & Cheese (We need 82 boxes.) 

 Crackers—saltine packets (We need 82 sleeves.) 

 Tuna (We need 41 cans.) 

 Powdered laundry detergent (We need as much as    
possible) 

 

Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940 
if you can assist. 

Coffee Hour Hostess Need for the  

2nd Sunday of each Month!    

 

If you can help, talk with Deanna 

or Gale Lundquist  

  

Late shift duties 10:15am-12:30: 

 Re-stock goodies as needed  

 Clean up & move creamers, etc. to refrigera-
tor 

 Load and run the dishwasher 

 Empty the coffee pots and water 

 Lock Shepherd Hall and set alarm 

Landscape Team Leader Needed! 
I have been leading the Landscaping Team for the 
last two years.  I moved farther away from the 
church last October and that coupled with a busy 
summer schedule makes it difficult for me to contin-
ue.  If you would like to lead our landscape team 
and organize monthly clean-ups, please call or 
email me.  The time commitment is about two hours 
a month from Spring through Fall.  No special skills 
required!   
 
Thank you! 
Maribeth Doerr, 775-329-0696 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

DECLUTTERING! 
 
 
We are decluttering the Ministry Center and 
have a few items available . . .  
 
We have ten green hymnals (Lutheran Book of 
Worship) published in 1978 that are up for 
grabs.  If you would like to have one of these 
wonderful old hymnals for your collection, stop 
by or call the office (329-0696).  It’s first come, 
first served until they are gone.   
 
 

 
A Shepherd’s Christmas:  A Musi-
cal Celebration from Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shep-
herd, recorded in 2004.  We have 
several of these special CDs available 
for a freewill offering.  Any amount is 
accepted.  Drop by the office or call  
Maribeth at 329-0696. 
 

 
There is also a basket on the Welcoming space table with 
some goodies.  Check it out and see what you might like to 
take off our hands.  Many thanks! 

mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org


Reflection by Deanna Gaunt 

 
Have you ever had that experience where you feel the 
right side of your brain maybe isn't quite connected to the 
left side?  How could I have helped create our 2017 budg-
et, tracked the incoming pledges, noted our shortfall to the 
Governing Board, yet forget to increase my own pledge?   
 
As the Director of Finance, I must say that I was surprised 
that our 2017 projected pledges and offerings were about 
11% short of what our budgetary needs were this 
year  (about $52,000.)  It hit me like a "ton of bricks" when 
a member told me:   
 
"When we voted to call Pr. Amy and Pr. Erik last July, 
they told us it was going to cost about 16% additional 
next year so that's how much I increased my pledge.  I 

assumed everyone else was doing the same thing." 
 
Yikes!  Your "Director of Finance" had forgotten that little 
note. Throughout our "Gathering the Pieces" Pledge cam-
paign for 2017, we did not stress that this 16% increase 
would be essential for 2017.  Fortunately it is not too 
late!  If you did not remember either, you can join me in 
amending your pledge for 2017.   Pr. Erik noted that: 

 
"If all of our 200 households each gave an additional 
$5 a week/$20 a month, our budget shortfall would be 

eliminated." 
 

I increased our pledge by 11% which will still fit within my 
household budget.  For some, this is a hardship.  We 
know many of you give sacrificially and we are grate-
ful.  But for others, $20 (or 11% a month) is easy to 
do.  You just need to make a decision to do it!  And I hope 
you will swallow your pride, with me, and consider amend-
ing your pledge.   We've added a pledge card here within 
the Voice.  Simply write:  "Amended Pledge" at the top 
and let us how you would like your pledge to change.  
 

Thank you, all, Good Shepherd!     
 

General  Operating Fund   

JAN. Income:   $  41,768.34 

JAN.  Expense:                    $  45,437.62 

JAN.  Income/Expense $   (3669.28) 

Year-to-date Income:   $  41,768.34 

Year-to-date Expenses:  $  45,437.62 

Income/Expense Year-to-Date:   $   (3669.28) 

DEC. 31, 2016  Gen. Checking Balance $  33,391.73 

JAN. 31, 2017 Gen. Checking Balance    $  30,817.41 
 

Questions or Concerns?  Contact:  

Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finances  

     deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary  
     financial@goodshepherdreno.org 
Lou Mendes, Governing Board Treasurer    
     lounkaren@aol.com 

 

Gathering the Pieces 
From God’s Abundant Blessings 

2017 Estimate of Giving for Operating Budget  
 

As Good Shepherd lives into our  many new       
opportunities for ministry and growth,  I/We want 
to commit to support our church in 2017. 

 
Name________________________________________  
 
Address__________________________________________ 
  Street   Apt. #   
_________________________________________________ 
 City  State   Zip 
 
Phone  (_______)__________________    Date:  __________ 
 
email:  ____________________________________________ 

 
 

 

This amount equals 
 

$_________  
 

for the year 2017.  

1.  This commitment does NOT include planned designated 
giving (such as the Capital Campaign, Second Mile Giving, or 
Youth fund, etc.) 
2.  This commitment takes effect beginning Jan. 1, 2017. 
3.  This commitment may be revised or cancelled at any time at 

I/We plan to  
Contribute: 

 
$_________ per week    OR  
      
$_________ per month  OR 
 
$_________ per year. 

I am interested in having my contributions made auto-
matically from my savings or checking bank account.  
Please contact me for instructions. 

OPTIONAL  
(check all that apply): 

 

___This is my first     
written commitment of   
giving. 
 

 

___This represents an 
increase in giving from 
last year. 
 

___This represents a de-
crease in giving from last 
year. 
 
___ The number of years 
I have given     consecu-
tively. 
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You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, 
and people new to the faith. 

 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus,  
have doubts, or do not believe. 

 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 

 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome 
by the church.   

 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability 
and challenge, sexual orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that 

we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender persons to participate 
in the life of the congregation. 

 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers. 
This is a place where you are welcome to celebrate and grieve, 

to rejoice and recover.   

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 

This is a place where lives are made new. 

 

Come and see! 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 

Where to Park 

 
 

On Sundays and Weekdays after 5pm: 

 Good Shepherd Parking Lot (behind church) 
 including 2 handicap spots & 4 Senior spots 

 527 California (Geoffrey Giles, Attorney) 

 490 California (Wells Fargo Bank lot) 

 505 S. Arlington (West of Professional Building) 

 299 S. Arlington (Washoe Legal Services) 

 Parking lot between 522 & 530 California 
 

On-the-street parking any day: 

 California Ave., Arlington Ave., Nixon St. 

 Ridge St. EAST of Clay St. 
 

City of Reno requires that we NEVER park on: 

 Lee or Ridge St. WEST of Clay St. 

Church Office Hours  
 

The church office (Ministry Center) is located next to the church at 357 Clay 
Street.  Office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9am to 5pm and Friday, 
9am to 4pm.   

775-329-0696 
Fax:  775-329-0703 

Email:  staff@goodshepherdreno.org 
GoodShepherdReno.org 

PASTORS 
 
 

Pr. J. Erik Allen 
Co-Lead Pastor 

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

Co-Lead Pastor 
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

Maribeth Doerr 
Pastoral Care Assistant 

maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

 
 

Shaun O’Reilly 
Director 

shaun@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Rhea Agpaoa 

Student Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

 
 
 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Andrea Lenz 

Organist 
 

Jennie Tibben 
Choir Director 

 
Iris Maytan 

Organist Emeritus 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Maribeth Doerr 

Coordinator 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Marijo Rosevear 

Financial Secretary 
financial@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller 

Events Coordinator 

Notary Public Service  
Available at Good 

Shepherd 
Office Coordinator Mari-
beth Doerr is a Notary 
Public.  If you need docu-
ments notarized, call the 
office to schedule an ap-
pointment with Maribeth.  
She’ll be happy to notarize 
your documents free (with 
proper identification of 
course!).       
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Souper Bowl of Caring, February 5, 2017 

Children’s sermons are back! 

The Gal-lalujahs gathered for 
Galentine’s Day on  
Groundhog’s Day.   

Say that fast three times! 

Totals:   Patriots:  $68;  Falcons:  $192;  Neither:  $227 
We raised $487 which was split between Shared Harvest 

and  St. Vincent’s Food Pantry.  






